
 

U.S. Department of the Interior 

Bureau of Land Management 

Kremmling Field Office 

P.O. Box 68 

Kremmling, CO 80459 

 

CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION 
 

NUMBER:  DOI-BLM-LLCON02000-2012-033-CX 

 

PROJECT NAME:  Silver Spur 3D Geophysical Survey 

   

LEGAL DESCRIPTION:    T. 8 N., R. 78 W., Sections 1-5, 8-17, 20-29, 32-36, 6
th

 

P.M. 

 

             T. 7 N., R. 78 W., Sections 1-5, 6
th

 P.M. 

     

APPLICANT:  Dawson Geophysical Company 

 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED ACTION:  Dawson Geophysical Company (Dawson) 

proposes to conduct an exploratory, three-dimensional (3D), geophysical survey of the 

Bush Draw area of Jackson County, Colorado on behalf of Wellstar Corporation.  The 

total project area would encompass 15,401 acres, approximately 25%, or 3,910 acres, 

would be on BLM administered public lands; 23%, or 3,467 acres, would be on State 

lands; and 52%, or 8,024 acres, would be on private lands (see project map).  Dawson 

proposes to commence work in October 2012, and the project would be completed by the 

end of November 2012, if not before.  The survey would provide data to develop a 3D 

image of the geologic structure and stratigraphy underlying the project area to enhance 

current and future evaluations of potential mineral resources. The following is a summary 

of the proposed operations and schedule.   

 

Phase 1, Surveying and Permitting, would take place in May and June 2013. A seven to 

fourteen person land survey crew would establish and place temporary pin flags at 

receiver and source points and identify travel routes between them using a high-accuracy 

GPS. This work would be completed on foot; vehicles bringing surveyors to and from the 

project area would remain on existing roads.  Surveyors would be responsible for 

flagging stations to avoid all identified and/or apparent cultural, natural, or existing 

features of importance.  

 

Phase 2, Vibration Operations, would take place in late October to November and would 

take approximately ten to twelve days to complete.  All of the project would be 

conducted using vibroseis units. Dawson would use two sets of three buggy vibroseis 

units weighing 62,000 pounds to generate the sonic energy source.  The vibroseis units 

are approximately 34 feet in length, with a width of 8.5 feet. The Vibrators would have  
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all terrain tires and would be used to cover all types of terrain within the 3D area. Surface 

disturbance from each vibrator would typically consist of two, 3-foot wide tracks from 

the floatation tire-equipped 10 foot wide buggy.  Where possible, the vibrator buggy 

would proceed from one source location to the next with a single pass per source line. 

Vibrator buggies would travel in a staggered fashion along each seismic line and would 

use existing roads and trails where possible to access the next seismic line and to help 

minimize surface disturbance.   

 

Phase 3, Recording, would take place in conjunction with the vibroseis operations. 

Recording equipment would be transported to the field and to staging areas by truck 

using existing roads and trails.  The recording of seismic information would involve a 

total of approximately 15 parallel lines of receiver (geophone) stations laid out in an east-

west orientation crossing the BLM, private, and/or state parcels at any given time. The 

parallel lines would ideally be spaced at approximately 880 feet from each other. A total 

of 12 lines of 144 stations (6 receiver geophones per station) would be used at a time for 

recording the seismic data.    

   

The proposed ground-vibration source lines are mostly positioned in a Southwest to 

Northeast array run at a 45 degree angle diagonally to the receiver lines within the 

accessible portions of the project area.  The source lines would ideally run parallel at 900 

to 1,000 feet apart. 

 

Phase 4, Clean-up and Completion, would proceed concurrently with data acquisition.  

All pin flags, flagging, and other “trash” would be gathered daily as the field groups and 

crew members complete data-acquisition portions of the project.  The “trash” would be 

collected at points on roads or trails and transported by vehicle to staging areas where 

personnel would organize materials, handle equipment, and dispose of used/unusable 

materials.  This task would be completed within about five days after conclusion of the 

data acquisition. 

 

The standard terms and conditions included in BLM H-3150-1, Onshore Oil and Gas 

Geophysical Exploration Surface Management Requirements, are incorporated as part of 

the Proposed Action and would be followed (see attachment #2).  

 

PLAN CONFORMANCE REVIEW:  The Proposed Action is subject to and has been 

reviewed for conformance with (43 CFR 1610.5, BLM 1617.3) the following plan:   

 

Name of Plan:  Kremmling Resource Management Plan (RMP), Record of 

Decision (ROD) 

 

Date Approved:  December 19, 1984; Updated February 1999 

 

Decision Number/Page:  II, B.1, Page 5 

 

 Decision Language:  Objective is “(t)o maximize the availability of the federal 

mineral estate for mineral exploration and development.” 
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CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION REVIEW:  The Proposed Action qualifies as a 

categorical exclusion under 516 DM 11, Appendix 1.5, Number: (B) (6) “Approval of 

Notices of Intent to conduct geophysical exploration of oil, gas, or geothermal, pursuant 

to 43 CFR 3150 or 3250, when no temporary or new road construction is proposed.” 

None of the following extraordinary circumstances in 516 DM 2, Appendix 2, apply. 

 

Extraordinary Circumstances Yes No 

2.1   Have significant impacts on public health or safety  X 

2.2   Have significant impacts on such natural resources and unique 

geographic characteristics as historic or cultural resources; park, 

recreation or refuge lands; wilderness areas; wild or scenic rivers; 

national natural landmarks; sole or principal drinking water aquifers; 

prime farmlands; wetlands (Executive Order 11990); floodplains 

(Executive Order 11988); national monuments; migratory birds; and 

other ecologically significant or critical areas. 

 X 

2.3   Have highly controversial environmental effects or involve 

unresolved conflicts concerning alternative uses of available resources 

[NEPA section 102(2)(E)]. 

 X 

2.4   Have highly uncertain and potentially significant environmental 

effects or involve unique or unknown environmental risks. 

 X 

2.5  Establish a precedent for future action or represent a decision in 

principle about future actions with potentially significant environmental 

effects. 

 X 

2.6   Have a direct relationship to other actions with individually 

insignificant but cumulatively significant environmental effects.  

 X 

2.7   Have significant impacts on properties listed, or eligible for 

listing, on the National Register of historic Places as determined by 

either the bureau or office. 

 X 

2.8   Have significant impacts on species listed, or proposed to be 

listed, on the List of Endangered or Threatened Species, or have 

significant impacts on designated Critical Habitat for these species.  

 X 

2.9   Violate a Federal Law, or a State, local, or tribal law or 

requirement imposed for the protection of the environment.  

 X 

2.10  Have a disproportionately high and adverse effect on low income 

or minority populations (Executive Order 12898).   

 X 

2.11  Limit access to and ceremonial use of Indian sacred sites on 

Federal lands by Indian religious practitioners or significantly 

adversely affect the physical integrity of such sacred sites (Executive 

Order 13007). 

 X 

2.12  Contribute to the introduction, continued existence, or spread of 

noxious weeds or non-native invasive species known to occur in the 

area or actions that may promote the introduction, growth, or expansion 

of the range of such species (Federal Noxious Weed Control Act and 

 X 
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Executive Order 13112). 

 

 

INTERDISCIPLINARY REVIEW:   

 

Name Title Area of 

Responsibility 

Date Review 

Completed 

Kelly Hodgson Natural Resource 

Specialist 

Minerals 7/27/12 

Megan McGuire Wildlife Biologist T&E 8/2/12 

Paula Belcher Hydrologist Soil, Water, Air 8/2/2012 

Bill Wyatt Archaeologist Cultural and Tribal 

Consultation 

8/18/2012 

 

REMARKS: 

Cultural Resources:  For this undertaking all eligible sites for inclusion into the National 

Register of Historic Places (NRHP) are to be avoided by 100 feet from the site boundary.  

If an eligible site, both prehistoric and historic contain any structures they would be 

avoided by 500 feet from the site boundary. 

 

Areas for avoidance on private lands included all lands recognized by the BLM as high 

archaeological sensitivity areas and all historic structures identified on the GLO plats by 

500 feet.  A total of five historic structures were identified on private land for avoidance. 

 

The Class III inventory identified, recorded, and evaluated 36 new prehistoric and 

historic cultural resource sites 5JA736.5 to 5JA736.7, 5JA1823.2, and 5JA2301 to 

5JA2332.  Of the newly recorded sites, a total of thirteen  prehistoric sites (5JA2301, 

5JA2304, 5JA2306 to 5JA2308, 5JA2312, 5JA2318 to 5JA2321, 5JA2323 to 5JA2325) 

are determined to be eligible under 36 CFR60.4(d) to the NRHP and would be avoided.  

Of the thirteen significant sites, 10 contain stone features and three do not. Twenty-three 

of the newly recorded sites, 5JA736.5 to 5JA736.7, 5JA1823.2, 5JA2302, 5JA2303, 

5JA2305, 5JA2309 to 5JA2311, 5JA2313 to 5JA2317, 5JA2322, 5JA32326.1, 

5JA2327.1, 5JA2328.1, 5JA2329.1, 5JA2330.1, 5JA2331.1, and 5JA2332.1 are not 

eligible to the NRHP.  One previously recorded site, 5JA32, is determined to be 

significant and would be avoided.  Three previously recorded sites, 5JA163, 5JA409, and 

5JA1899, have been determined not to be significant, therefore avoidance is not 

necessary.  A total of 31 newly recorded isolated finds were recorded.  None of the 

isolated finds are eligible to the NRHP therefore avoidance is not necessary. 

 

All eligible sites are to be avoided and would be monitored by the permitted 

archaeologist to ensure avoidance. 

 

Tribal Consultation:  Tribal consultation was initiated on June 7, 2012, and to date no 

American Indian Tribe has identified any area of traditional cultural concern. 
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Soil, Water, Air:  In riparian areas along perennial streams and intermittent draws, 

willows would need to be avoided by vehicle traffic and saturated soils would not be 

driven if ruts are created.  The BLM has provided the survey crew (as of June 11, 2012) 

with shape files showing wells, springs, and livestock ponds.   It would be the 

proponent’s responsibility to provide adequate buffers to existing water sources in the 

area, including private sources not included in the shape files.    

 

Wildlife and BLM Sensitive species:  To avoid impacts to nesting Greater sage-grouse no 

operations would occur between March 1 and June 30.  To avoid impacts to wintering big 

game and sage-grouse, no operations would occur between December 1 and March 15. 

 

Threatened and Endangered Species:  The Proposed project occurs within potential 

habitat for the endangered plant Phacelia formosula.  A clearance survey was conducted 

by BLM personnel, which indicated no plants are present within the project area.  The 

report was submitted to the Fish and Wildlife Service and filed at the Kremmling Field 

Office. 

 

NAME OF PREPARER:  Kelly Elliott 

 

NAME OF ENVIRONMENTAL COORDINATOR:  Susan Cassel 

 

DATE:  9/17/12 

 

ATTATCHMENTS:   

 

1). Stipulations 

2). H-3150-1 – Onshore Oil and Gas Geophysical Exploration Surface Management 

Requirements (Public): BLM Standard Terms and Conditions 

 

DECISION AND RATIONALE:  I have reviewed this CER and have decided to 

implement the proposed action. 

 

This action is listed in the Department Manual as an action that may be categorically 

excluded.  I have evaluated the action relative to the 12 criteria listed above and have 

determined that it does not represent an extraordinary circumstance and is, therefore, 

categorically excluded from further environmental analysis. 

 

SIGNATURE OF AUTHORIZED OFFICIAL:   /s/ Susan Cassel 

 

DATE SIGNED:    9/20/12 
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U.S. Department of the Interior 

Bureau of Land Management 

KREMMLING FIELD OFFICE 

P O BOX 68 

KREMMLING, CO  80459 

 

DECISION RECORD 

 
PROJECT NAME: Silver Spur 3D Geophysical Survey 

 

CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION NUMBER: DOI-BLM-CO-2012-0033-CX 

 

DECISION 

 

It is my decision to implement the Proposed Action, as stipulated in DOI-BLM-CO-

2012-0033 CX, authorizing an exploratory, three-dimensional (3D), geophysical survey 

of the Bush Draw area of Jackson County, Colorado on behalf of Wellstar Corporation 
  

Mitigation Measures:  None 

 

COMPLIANCE WITH LAWS & CONFORMANCE WITH THE LAND USE 

PLAN 

This decision is in compliance with the Federal Land Management and Policy Act, the 

Endangered Species Act, and the National Historic Preservation Act. It is also in 

conformance with the December 19, 1984 Kremmling Resource Management Plan 

(RMP), updated in February 1999.  

 

RATIONALE 

The Proposed Action is categorically excluded from further documentation under the 

National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) in accordance with 516 DM 11, Appendix 

1.5, Number: (B) (6). This categorical exclusion is appropriate in this situation because 

there are no extraordinary circumstances potentially having effects that may significantly 

affect the environment. The Proposed Action has been reviewed, and none of the 

extraordinary circumstances described in 43 CFR 46.215 apply. 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE REMEDIES 

 

Administrative remedies may be available to those who believe they will be adversely 

affected by this decision.  Appeals may be made to the Office of Hearings and Appeals, 

Office of the Secretary, U.S. Department of Interior, Board of Land Appeals (Board) in 

strict compliance with the regulations in 43 CFR Part 4.  Notices of appeal must be filed 

in this office within 30 days after publication of this decision.  If a notice of appeal does 

not include a statement of reasons, such statement must be filed with this office and the 

Board within 30 days after the notice of appeal is filed.  The notice of appeal and any 

statement of reasons, written arguments, or briefs must also be served upon the Regional 
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Solicitor, Rocky Mountain Region, U.S. Department of Interior, 755 Parfet Street, Suite 

151, Lakewood, CO  80215.   

 

The effective date of this decision (and the date initiating the appeal period) will be the 

date this notice of decision is posted on BLM’s Kremmling Field Office internet website. 

 

 

 

 

SIGNATURE OF AUTHORIZED OFFICIAL:   __/s/ Susan Cassel_________ 

        for   Field Manager 

 

DATE SIGNED:  9/20/12 
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Attachment 1 

 

STIPULATIONS 

 

Cultural: For this undertaking all eligible sites for inclusion into the National Register of 

Historic Places (NRHP) are to be avoided by 100 feet from the site boundary.  If an 

eligible site, both prehistoric and historic contain any structures they will be avoided by 

500 feet from the site boundary. 

 

Areas for avoidance on private lands included all lands recognized by the BLM as high 

archaeological sensitivity areas and all historic structures identified on the GLO plats by 

500 feet.  A total of five historic structures were identified on private land for avoidance. 

 

All eligible sites are to be avoided and would be monitored by the permitted 

archaeologist to ensure avoidance. 

 

Wildlife & BLM Sensitive Species: 

 

In order to avoid impacts to nesting Greater sage-grouse no operations would occur 

between March 1 (or when breeding sites start to become occupied—usually as snow 

melts off the sites) and June 30.  To avoid impacts to wintering big game and sage-

grouse, no operations would occur between December 1 and March 15. 

 

 

Livestock Grazing: 

 

Any fences that may need to be cut must be repaired by proponent. Any gates used must 

be closed if found closed or left open if found open.   

 

Vegetation: 

 

If native vegetation is removed during the Proposed Action due to a ground disturbing 

activity (for example stuck vehicles, impacts to vegetation or other unforeseen event), 

Dawson is required to reseed the area with an approved BLM seed mix.  Dawson shall 

contact the Kremmling Field Office to obtain the proposed seed mix.  

 

Water: 

 

It is the proponent’s responsibility to provide adequate buffers to existing water sources 

in the area, including private wells in the area.  BLM water sources were provided to the 

proponent. 
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Attachment 2 
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